In Price Construction Company, 7 PMSHRC 661 (May 19
a welder with 25 years experience lost a leg when he was
injured by the rollers of a crusher he was working on.
accident occurred when the plant foreman misunderstood t
welder's instructions and engaged a switch which had not
locked out and simply left in the "on" position. The pX
superintendent admitted that he did not require padlocks
lock out roller switches, and the existing "lock-out" pr*
dures was accomplished by merely turning off the generat
and cutting the switches. The judge found a violation o
section 56.12-16, and found that the company safety dire
admitted that he knew that a padlock had to be used on t
roller switch to conform with the required lock-out proo
dures, and that it is a generally understood practice in
mining industry that a "lock-out" requires the use of a
padlock.

Section 56.12016, requires that power switches be 1
out before work is performed on any electrically powered
equipment, and the locks may only be removed by the pers
who installed them or by other authorized personnel. In
case, the inspector found that the mine had no establish
lock-out procedures and the evidence establishes that no
locks were available or being used to lock out the swito
equipment located in the switch house. Further, the res
dent has not rebutted the inspector's testimony that the
quarry superintendent admitted that no locks were avails,
to physically lock out the switches, and that the only E>
ported "lock-out" procedure in effect called for turning
the equipment and shutting the switch house door. Alt ho
the inspector testified that several employees told him
electrical equipment was de-energized at the power sourc
when it was worked on, they also told him that they were
unaware of any established lock-out procedures.

While there is no evidence that anyone was perforrni
any work on electrical equipment at the time the inspect
noted the violation on January 7, the inspector noted so:
burned out motors stored in the yard and' he assumed that
came from the switch house. Since he found no evidence
locks were available or used to lock-out electrical equi
ment, he further assumed that any prior work on the moto
was done without locking out the power switches. Furthe
the inspector determined that motors were routinely chan
out as they burn out, and that crushing and screening
ment were similarly serviced periodically, and he also
assumed that this work was done without locking out the
switches.
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in further brake abuse and the braking system will be over-
